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' FOUR ILLS_
SAVED A MILLION

OF PROPERTY.
But the Fifth Avenue Theatre Was
Totally Destroyed and Cannot Be
Rebuilt, Though Harry Miner

Stands Ready To Do It.

MISS DAVENPORT'S PLANS
FOR "CLEOPATRA."

TT^i-rm'inn'c Prattv ThpntrA hut T.iftlp

Damaged, While the Two Upper
Floors of the Sturtevant House

Are Thoroughly Drenched.

LOSSES AND INSURANCE.

Storekeepers in the Gilsey Building Have
Not Suffered as Greatly as at

First Supposed.

Those midnight bells which rang the call to flame*
»» > tvjijot ninht fha ViiaII nf tha hAantifnl

Fifth Avenue Theatre.
Never again, unless our laws be changed, can a

temple of histrionic art arise on that historic site.
Nevermore will those stout walls which stood so

valiantly against a furnace that would have tried
adamant resound to the voices of Booth, Salvini,
Barrett, Mary Anderson and Fechter and all the
other grand tragedians.
Nevermore will they re-echo to the laughter inspiredby Jefferson and Florence and the Daly

trouDO which first made them famous; to the delightfulEnglish couple, to the sparkling notes of

-A\ \\.
STKtCT

T^\\ ^ \

..4.....A V.-i

,
. \\ \T

bituatioh of xbk bukned theatre.

Sullivan, to the frolics of Harrison and Gourlay
and all the other bright men and things which have
been heard there.
Ah, what varied symphonies have been played

on this great orsran of amusement
But all must now be numbered with the past, for

a stern, inexorable building law says that no theatreshall be built in the city of New York without a

ten foot alley way on either hand, and as the lot on
which the Fifth Avenue stood was only sixty feet
wide there is not room for a theatre between.
A thousand pities every wayl A poor, mean,

despicable action to walls which aid their duty so

nobly.
The early theatrical home of Fanny Davenport,

the house in which, under the tutelage of Augustln
Daly, she won her first laurels, and from which
she went to begin a star's career, is wiped out
Ander her ocoupancy and must not be reballt,
though in the very fire which destroyed it it
proved it« own safety.

good walls and true.

A more extraordinary fire never laid theatre low.
It was so small when first discovered that it
seemed as If the firemen must make short work of
It. But the soil on whioh it fed was imprisoned so

securely that neither axe nor stream could reach
it until it had grown from infant to giant, and
when it finally burst its bounds it was an uusborn
Samson which defied all human power of suppresslon.
With a burst of smoke and flame like that which

inight come from the cannon's mouth or from the
crater of a long pent volcano it burst into the vast
open spaces of stage and auditorium. Nothing humanoould stand before it and the grandest firemenin the world fell back before it slowly, fightingwith stubborn courage every inch of ground.
As they looked back they saw the whole great

space burst into a flame, as if the walls were lined
with gunpowder.
An-instant's vacuum and suction drew in the

roof and then the red flames and the black smoke
ought the sky and fairly seemed to lick the clouds

in that first wild flight to freedom.
Yet the brave walls stood unmoved, as if they

had been built of steel. The flames might eat the
great, daily pulsing heart out of the Oilsey building;
they might reach over and lick the roof of the hotel
across Broadway, but, before the allied forces of
tbe firemen and those walls, they could do no

more.

Verily, the Buddensieck family had sot been
bofn when those walla were built.

BIBKUiKIl'S UNINJURED.

Beyond one wall was another theatrieal air space
wanting only a spark to follow the destruction of
the Fifth Arenue. But the walls and the firemen
were an impenetrable barrier.
Against another wall in a neighboring gun store

was stacked some cans of gunpowder and a lot of
loaded cartridges, no more ptrhaps than the law
permitted, but enough to create a rerv serious
explosion and panic had they been ignited. But
they were stacked there yesterday as harmless as

the component parts could be, for not a breath of
the fierce flames had reached them.
To my mind the serrice performed by those four

walls is worthy of commemoration as one of the
extraordinary features of this very extraordinary
fire. In one direction all powerful, in others
powerless.
How many of our playhouses, I wonder, can

boast of such containing walls as these?
ILL ADVISED DELAY.

That somebody blundered in the first stages of
iuo iixc, nucu xi< n®3 (;iuwm|$ iu ivo ^hbwu ui/uo«

from a baby to * giant, there can be no gainsaying.
The theatre men say it was the police who let

them carry a few costumes and a little scenery
from the theatre, when they had time, they say, to
virtually save it all.
The police of course deny this, and declare that

no one believed at the incipient stage of the fire
that there was going to be much of one.

^ But the fact that the Fire Department had found
it wise to send out three alarms and bring twenty
engines to the scene, with all their attendant trucks
and hose carriages, ought to bave satisfied men of
sense that the danger was very great.
Tony Pastor, who, with Harry Hiner and a numberof friends, stood in the lobby of the Fifth AvelueTheatre until that gigantic rush of smcke and

lame nearly blew them into the utroet, declares

NEW YOI
that there was time to have saved the expensive
trappings of "Cleopatra," but the bluecoats intervened,and beyond the personal wardrobes of the
star and her husband little escaped the flames.
What a wonderful thing is brains in a time of

great moment!
Of course, when the fatal moment had arrived,

and the now tremendous flames, fanned by the
northwest wind that Bwept in through the stage
entrance and made a tremendous back draught,

! overwhelmed the entire theatre and went roaring
up through the roof, as If old Vtllcan himself was

at the bellows, it was too late to do anything bu

fight fire, while the vast crowd stood back and
watched the scene with awe and apprehension.

JHOSE GLORIOUS FIBEMEK.

You know how New York firemen work. It is
attack with them from the word go. There was a

perfect oordon of them on the roofs surrounding
that belching crater, and some of them stood in
the midst of sparks and flame, where it seemed
that no man could stand'and live. Others entered
the threatened Herrmann's Theatre, and, cutting a

hole in the stout partition wall, drove stout volleys
of water into the raging mass of flames and
guarded this threatened place until all danger was

past. Another crew mounted the stairs leading
to the Gilsey offices, and, opening an iron

door which led directly into the burning
theatre, fought hand to hand with the
fierce vomit of flames, while from the street the
water towers performed tho work of au army of
men, drenching the flames and the surrounding
roofs with cataracts of water.
But could they stay the storm, could they confineit within its present bounds?
The breathless populace watching from below

were certain that they could not, and watched in
momentary expectation of seeing the Brower
House, on the south, and the Sturtevant, on the
east, bow bofore the fierce blast of furious sparks
and flames.

ESCAPING BY A SCRATCH.

And then a roar ascended:."The roof! the
roof!"
It was seen to totter light where the firemen were

standing and then with a sullen thump to fall.
Some men went down with it. Every onlooker
was certain of it. The firemen themselves felt that
it must be so and the chiefs grew pale and tremulouswith excitement.
Two brave fellows, cut off apparently from all

escape, wore seen to seize their line of hose and
slide in safely to the street.
Aha, old Vesuvius' do you think our firemen

fools?
It is long before the safety of all could be assured,but with the morning rollcall o.iuie this

glad assurance, for every man answered to his
name.

BRIEF, BUT HOT.
I need not dwell upon the spectaclo. It was told

ill jcaioiu.; = c

marvellous when the lateness of the hour is considered.
You know how the northwest cornice and roof of

the Sturtevant House caught firu at last, and how
fifty rooms were ruined before this supplementary
blaze had bean put out. The hotel people were
proud to declare yesterday that there had beoii no
panic in their building, or at the most a very slight
one, but if you coula have seen what went on on
that top floor and the oue beneath it you would
have thought it the liveliest time for one lacking
panic that ever you beheld.
The fire was as brief as it was fierce and furious.

At three o'olook the stars were looking down into a
deep anl ghostly hole with embers for the floor
and the four brave walls for sides. The danger
was overcome. An hour later, unaer the constant
deluge of water, vast patches of those embers were
already black.
Daylight found the fire virtually out, with only a

flickering flame here and there, the ghosts of the
most concentrated mass of living flame that the
department has fought in many a day.
And when the list of casualties was called for

only two which could be called such were to be
found. Battalion Chief 1'isher and Mrs. King, the
housekeeper of the Sturtevant, had been slightly
overcome by smoke.
One theatre, part of the upper story of a big

hotel, a broken plate glass window or two and a
score or so of awnings had paid tribute to the flre.
A few walls and carpets and the stock of a dozen
stores were inlured by water. A conflagration
which had threatened millions been stayed with
a loss, generously estimated, of only a oouple of
hundred thousand dollars or so.

A11 honor to our gallant firemen and to foar
stanch walls!

THE UNMOVED FRONT.
Ana so lb cauitt to ynaa wuau uiuiuiiig uonuvu

and ten a of thousands of the city's people hastened
to the spot, expecting to t-: e a block at least in
ruins, they were amazed to find so little outward
eyidence of the fire.

It is true that the rim of the Sturtevant House
looked as ragged as a newsboy's cap, but the yel*
low front of the Gilsey building, across the way,
seemed as cool and impassive as if awakening to a
day's business. It was not even licked with
smoke, and but for the battered entrance to the
burned theatre and one broken window on the top
floor, through which could bo seen daylight.
where no daylight ought to be.tlK're were no outwardevidences of the destruction behind this
rampart of brick and mortar and glass.
The gay glass front of Herrmann's Theatre, with

scarcely a pane of it broken, sparkled merrily in
the morning sun.

Jl flock of sparrows flew about the lintels, chirp-

lms UHKJUt! xuu KLUailCYArii: MUUeE,

ing saucily as if in derision at the headlong and
heroic way in which their brother birds had been
rescued from a fire which cauie not.
The only things ominous were the puffing engineswetting down the ruins and the squads of

policemen who kept the sidewalk in front clear of
all who had no business there.

'twas a woful gap.
When you got around into Twenty-eighth street,

however, the ruin was more apparent.
The metallic front of the theatre on that street

had lost its trimmings of wood and glass and looked
like the ruined wall or some old abbey. From in
front of the Brower House you could look through
the gaps and see the giant rift running away back
to the north wall behind what was once the stage.
the wall which saved Herrmann's pretty theatre
from destruction. There was ruin enough hereto
satisfy any one, and many expressions of genuine
sorrow were heard to think that the place which
had furnished such a multitude of happy hours
and done so very, very much to tike weary
humanity out of the dull rut of daily life had died
the death of theatres and gone ui) in smoke and
flame.

SOKROW IN THE BANKS.
All the aotoi's in the town were out, and some of

them were not content with s glis, but shed tears
of |real grief. To them the plavhouse is something
more than the place of entertainment for an idlo
hour, and they look upon the destruction of such
as a real calamity, for it narrows the cirole of their
opportunity.
Among the Thespians at the scene were the

various members or tne Cleopatra, company. Their
distress was very reai, for the}- did not know what
action would be taken by their principals and
whether they were to be thrown out of work in the
dead of winter.a very unhappy sort of a happy
New Year's present.
They were not much cheered when this sign was

posted on the ruined entrance door:."All salarie*
will be v>ald at the theatre on Monday."
But later, when Mr. McDowell appeared on the

scene and told them the company would soon be
at work again and that future dates would ba
filled, their spirits rose to several degrees above
the freezing point.
Several offers of theatres were made to Mr.

McDowell. Mr. Hammerstein wanted the troupe to
come to his opera Bouse, "clothes or no clothes,"
and the managers of the Park Theatre also opened
their doors to the houseless company.

HF.IIBMANN'S BLACK DIAMOND.
There was fun alive in trout of Herrmann's

Theatre. The professor of magic was there at an
early hour and hundreds came to shake him by the
hand and offer congratulations. To say that he
felt good doesn't begin to express it. His spirits
were simply hilarious and his managerial instinots
came to the front in great shape, tie discovered
for the benefit of the press that he had lost a black
diamond of enormous size, one which had been
presented to him by an Egyptian princess, and it
wasn't long before he had out au enormous placard
announcing that his theatre, "The Safest Theatre
in America." "The Mascot Temple of Mystery,"
would positively reopen on Monday night.
Save for a hole in the wall and some water on his

carpets his theatre received no injury.
In the various stores along the Broadway front

the proprietors and clerks were busily engaged in
arranging their disordered stocks. Some could
have opened for busine«s yesterday if the police
had let people on the block. The majority, like the
"Mascot Temple of Mystery," will positively reopento-morrow.

LOSSES AND INSURANCE.
To arrive at any exact estimate of the losses by

fire and the subsequent deluge of water was no
easy matter yesterday in the excitement and con,fusion that everywhere prevailed. There were, be!sides the losses to business concerns and the two

j theatres, many individual losses of personal effects

t
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that will never be learned but which would swea
the total figures considerably if known.
The police estimate of the entire loss is $567,000,

but this appears to be grossly exaggerated. A
iioerai estimate will scarcely place the loss at over

$20),000, divided as follows:.
Fifth \v©n«e Theatre. (Gilaey Estate) $75,000
Harry i\ Miner 85,000
Fanny I)a* enport (nroporties) 12,500
J. it j. Slater, shoes 500
John Beyer, liquors 500
National ( ash Register Cempanv 1,000
J. K. Crook A* Co.. sporting goods '. 750
L. Spuro, tailoring goods 200
A. E. Kersch. florist 50 jJohn Ireland, publisher 400 1
Staten Island Jjyoing Company 150
J. K. White, jeweller *">0
J. P. Weissman, tailor 250
Hannan <fe Sons, thoes 100
Herrmann's Theatre 1,OOU
titurtevant House, building 5,000 j
Sturtevant House, furniture, carpets, <fcc 7,TOO
D. Roth, jeweller 1,0 X)
Carmichaol, furnishing goods 500
J. II. Grosjean, men's furnishings 1,000
J. ('. Devin, corsets 1,000
Edwin A. Brooks, shoes 2,000
Gilsey residence 2,500
GiUey Estate, Xos. 1,185 to 1,203 Broadway (30,000

OTotal $207,950
But little definite information was obtainable regardingthe amount of insurance on the burned

property. The theatre "risks" were not sought
after by the companies, and the general neighborhoodwas not considered desirable on this account.

\lJT^llSlllllB

J jp^
WHERE THE PROPERTY ROOM WAS SITUATED.

As only small linos were carried in this block the
losses to each individual company will therefore
be slight.
The insurance rate on the Sturtevant House is

high, as Ihis hotel has one of the few remaining
wooden mansard roofs in the city. It was owing to
this roof that the building was damaged as it was.

I DIFFICULT TO ADJUST.
These figures are from the reports of the Fire

Patrol to the Board of Underwriters:.J. B. Wiseman,$10,000 insurance; J. & J. Slater. $30,1300; NationalCash Register Company, $.<,000; J. H. Grostmnnn.T n iinvi'n cti nn/i. c

House, $:$00,000 on building. $74,500 on furniture,
$50,000 on lease and $10,000 on rents; Fifth Aveuue
Theatre, $88/250: buildings Nos. 1,185 to 1,193
Broadway, $38,750. Besides this l oth Miss Davenport'sand Mr. Miner's losses are said to be fully
covered.
"The insurance adjusters," said an insurance

man yesterday, "will probably have a veiy hard
time of It in settling the losses to the satisfaction
of the Insured, as in most c.ises but partial losses
have been sustained, and the insurance scheme of
'proportion' generally brings forth wails of discontentfrom the losers."
Manager Pearson, of the Sturtevant House, appearedrather unconcerned when I questioned him

about his losses yesterday morning. "I no not
think," said he, "that my loss from damaged furnitureand carpets will excei d $7,500. This is fully
covered by insurance. We will start work immediatelymaking repairs ana putting things in order."
Mr. Pearson estimated the loss to the hotel buildingat $5,0u0. Some fifty rooms in the hotel are

rendered untenable, but otherwise the business
runs n as usual. These rooms are all on the two
upper floors of the hotel, most of the damage, however,being occasioned by the streams of water
which were directed against the blazing roof and
which percolated through the ceilings all night
long.

UNDISTURBED.
There appears to have been no panic among the

guests, although most of them had packed their
baggage and stood ready to vacate at a moment's
notice.
Mr. Pearson toid of one guest who had evidently

been "celebrating" Is'ew Y«ar's rather heavily, and
who occupied one of the rooms on the top floor,
He had slept all throughout the disturbance, althoughthe flames were scarcely twenty feet awav
from his room.
"Say," remarked the guest as lie entered the

office yesterday morning, "there was so much noise
upstairs last night I could hardly sleep, and there's
a leak somewhere, as my room is full of water."
When told of what had happened he was only too
glad to hide himself out of sight away from the
ridicule of his acquaintances who had heard the
story.

MISS LTPTET A HKItOINE.
Many stories of "hairbreadth escapes" and heroismwere current yesterday. Miss Augusta Llppet,

who had charge of MiS3 Davenport's jewelry and
wardrobes, posed as a heroine of the first order.
Miss Lippet is a very petit* personage, indeed,
scarcely weighing one hundred pounds, and yet it
is claimed that such of Miss Davenport's effects as
were saved were rescued from the flames by the
daring bravery of this little piece of femininity.
Miss Linpet, who is stopping at the Stnrtevant

House, had some litt e difficulty in passing the cordonof police stationed in front of the burning
theatre, yet with indomitable pluck and perseveranceshe managed to work her way into the
burning building and, without any assistance
whatever, drag to a place of safety a largo trunk
containing many valuables anl jewelry. Again
and again she rushed through tne flames and
smoke, to reappear with her arms loaded with costumesand other effects. It was not until the interiorof the theatre was a seething furnace of
flames that she desisted in her efforts.

DI: CONSULATE M . M* DOWELL.
Mr. Melbourne McDowell, the husband of Fanny

Davennort as well as her "leading man " looted
ery disconsolate yesterday afternoon as he stood

in front of the Sturtevant House and surveyed the
scenes on the opposite side of the street.
"Our loss," said he, "has been severe. Everythinghas been wiped out." He did not appear to

know the exact figure, but thought the loss would
exceed $10,u00. "Just think of what a calamity it
would have been," said he. "had the fire ocourred
two hours earlier. The nouse was packed with
people and the loss of human life would have undoubtedlybeen enormous."

Mr. McDowell was inclined to be very reticent
regarding Miss Davenport's recont hitch wivh the
Custom House oflicials concerning the question of
the payment of duties on his wife's burned wardrobe,which is now pending. He even professed aa
utt t ignorance on the subiect.
Ihe company, he said, would not bo disbanded

by any means, but would secure new costumes and
be ready to fulfil a Boston engagement three weeks
hence.

MISS DAVENPOHT TO RESUME.
Every member of the theatrical profession whom

I met around the ruins during the day expressed
the utmost sympathy for Miss Davenport and her
loss. Had she been able to save her scenery and
costumes she would be all right, as she would
have no difficulty whatever in finding theatres
eager to produce "Cleopatra." As It is, she lost
everything, and it will probably be several weeks
before she and her company can resume their season.
During the afternoon I saw Miss Davenport in

her rooms In the Westminster apartment house.
She looked somewhat worried and said her loss
had been a heavy one.

"I haven't exactly formulated any plan as yet,"
said she. "but I hope to contiuue in Cleopatra as
soon as possible. You know it took the artists
three months to get up the scenery for the six acts

WHERE THE FIKE STARTED IN THE STUHTEVANT

HOUSE.

and the costumes had to be made in Paris. Just
how long it will take to duplicate the scenery and
costumzs I cannot say.
"My maid ]/l'ove<l herself a brave little woman.

She is a Southern girl, and no man could have
shown more bravery during the fire than she did.
She succeeded in saving many little things which I
prize very much, and I have to thank her very
much.

"If it hadn't been for the police I think a good
deal of the property would have been saved. Th«
policemen refused to allow the stage hands to removea thing from the house. They didn't know
the stage hands and thought thoy might be thieves.
I'm sure it would be a good deal better to have the
things stolen than destroyed.
"iiow do I think the fire started? Why from the

electric wires. I'm suro that is the way it originated.
"I hope that they don't call another theatre the

r
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Fifth Avanue. There have been two Fifth Avenue
theatres burned already, and if they give another
theatre the same name I am afra u that, too, will
go up in flames."

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS.
Sarah Bernhardt'» company, in the French versionof "Cleopatra," under Mr. Henry Abbey, was

to follow Miss Davenport.to beein February 9 and
last live weeks. At present Mr. Abbey is on the
ocean on his way home. At his office yesterday
Mr. Schoeflel, Mr. Abbey's partner, said that he had
already received propositions from three different
theatres to give Mn.e. Bernhardt the time which
was held for her at the Fifth Avenue. "Nothing
will be settled," said Mr. Sohoefl'el, "until Mr,
Abbey reaches here to-morrow. No, we will have
no trouble whatever in present'ng Mme. Bernhardt
here in February, as we intended. I think we can
get the Acaaemy of Music, the Star or the Broadway."

ine ^.enaais were also to play a return engagementat the house. One of the first things ManagerDaniel Frohman, who is directing their tour,
did yesterday was to wire Mr. Kendal that Providencehad released them of their contract with Mr.
Miner.
"We are all right," said Mr. Frohman, "as ManagerSanger, of the Broadway Theatre, has already

agreed to hold t;me for us."
Everybody was unanimous in saying that the

theatre was a large tiftderbox. "I was very giad
for one reason," said an employe of the house beforeit was destroyed, "that it is gone.

"I was always afraid of it catching fire, for I
knew that once it got afire no power on earth
cnuid save it. Just think of what it would be if
that fire started while the performance was going
on with that immense audienco in the seats!
Heavens! the BrooKlyn Theatre fire would not
have been a marker to it."

THOSE COSTUMES.
Customs Inspectors Alfred R. Brooks and Frank

Finlay were the two officials from Special Treasury
Agent Williams' office who were detailed to take
charge of the "Cleopatra" costumes which the CustomHouse people had seized tor non-payment of
duty, but which Miss Davenport and her companywere permitted to use as a matter of courtesy.
Both inspectors were on duty at the theatre just

aftor the performance. They were going the rounds
ot the stage with the watchman trying to riud the
origin of the Binell of smoke when they saw the
flames burst from under the stage. Mr. Brooks at
once rushed to the fire alarm box on the stage,
smashed the glass door and turned on an alarm.
Then he ran to the star's dressing room, used by
Miss Davenport, shouting "Fire!" as he went.
He found the wardrobe keeper and Miss Davenport'smaid just about leaving to go to their homes.

Theyjfot out the trunks containing the most valuablearticles and took them to the (iil~ey House.
Subsequently the handsome costume worn by

Mr. McDowell as Marc Antony, and which cost
$110, and a ,'ew of the dresses belonging to Miss
Davenport were taken to the Gilsey House, and
were the only portions of the "Cleopatra" wardrobe
which were saved. A few rugs and hangings
belonging to Miss Davenport were rescued also,
but they had been imported for use in "La Tosca,"
and were not abortion of the paraphernalia which
was under seizure in the "Cleopatra" case.

I met one of the "Cleopatra" company yesterday
who appeared to unow whereof he spoke, although
he would not allow himself to be quoted in the
matter.
"Miss Davenport," said he, "will never pay the

duties upon her wardrobo demandod by the government.She said this morning that if the Cus-
torn House officers wanted to seize her effects they
could find them bv digging among the ruins of the
theatre and would be perfectly welcome to them
for all she cared."

WATVRV MTVTT.Tj'c PT.AVfi 1

One of the first to arrive at the scene of the fire
yesterday was Manager Harry C. Miner. Mr. Miner
is an expert amateur photographer, and upon his
arrival he proceeded to use lis camera. In Mr.
Miner's opinion the fire originated in the "supers' "

room, and was occasioned, he thinks, by one of
the supers throwing a lighted cigarette among a
pile of waste paper. No one, he says, who is ad-
dieted to the cigarette habit will ever be employ9d
by him in future. Mr. Miner, besides his actual
loss in property, has sustained a loss of business
which he figures at $7S,00J.

"I have had a conference with the Gilseys," said
he, "and, with their consent, I am willing to start
in at once and put up one of the finest theatres in
America." Mr. Miner was not prepared to state
exactly how much he had lost by the fire, but did
not think it would exceed $40,01)0. Most of the
loss, he said, was covered by insurance. I
Mr. Henry Gilsey, whom saw later, said that he

had not yet made up his mind whether he would
allow Mr. Miner to erect a new theatre upon the
ruined site, but would decide the question to-day.

"I must say," he remarked, "that I am agreeably
surprised to find our loss as little as it is. We
thought last night that the whole block would go.
We have not yet figured up our loss. The Fifth
Avenue Theatre is entirely gone, but the adjoining
property has been damaged more by water than by
fire. Our homestead, adjoining the Twenty-eighth
street entrance of the theatre, has only had two of
the upper rooms bnrned out. Most of the stores
lineal' tha K o rl «r a rr + V, thnatna nr..

touched by fire, and could resume business at once
were it not for the water damage."

LOST A VAI.UA.TLE VIOLIN.
Mr. Thomas Hindley, leader of the Fifth Avenue

Theatre orchestra, lost a $Gi)0 violin in the fire.
Mr. Hjndler was very much disconcerted over his
loss and blamed himsalf severely for not having

***
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HUINS OF THE LOBBY AND BOX OFFICE.

taken his violin homo with him on Friday night, as
had been his usual custom. Master Carpenter
McDonald, of the theatre, lost a $300 kit of tools,
and otb*r employes of tUe theatre sustained losses
of clothing, jewelry and other personal effects.
Mr. Miner was much concerned yesterday

morning over the fate of his safe which <

had been used in the office of the Fifth Avenue
Theatre and which had fallen through Into the
basement. He was overjoyed, however, when the
buried safe was dug up from among the ruins ap- <
parently unharmed. When Manager Willoughby
opened it he found the contents uninjured.
Among the papers recovered from the safe were <

policies of insurance in various companies aggre- (
gating $20,000. The. sum of $2,700 in cash, belong- ,
ing to Mr. Miner, was also found unharmed. 1

THE FIKEMEJt'S OPINION.
I saw Assistant Chief McCabo yesterday. "It ,

was," said he, "what we call a wild fire, and the ]
firemen know better than any one else what a j
narrow escape it was from doing tremendeus j
damage. The strong northwest wind carried sparks ]
as big as my hand in all directions. It was Chief
Bonner's promptness in sending out a simultaneouscall that kept the fire from getting beyond control.That gave us enough men to fight the flames
from every point of vantage and also to prevent ,
them from spreading to adjoining property. ,
"We were very fortunate," he went on "in having I

none of the men injured but Battalion Chief
Fisher, who was struck on the side of the bead bv
the nozzle of a hose while fighting the fire in the '

Sturtevant House. <

It is very difficult to determine the cause of the
fire, as the destruction of the theatre has been so
complete."
Many theories have been advanced regarding the

origin of the five. It is generally accepted, however,that the Haines were first started from the
"supers'" quarters. Whether the "deadly (

cigarette," however, had a hand in it can only b»
another conjecture. <

PREVIOUS THEATRE FIBES. .

The list of theatres destroyed by fire in New York
citv since 1*21, son)!* of which were attended with 1

great loss of life and all involving a considerable
propertv loss, are as follows:.
Park Thoatra Jnly4, 1821.
Bowery Theatre May 28, 1828.
Lafayette Theatre , 1829.
Richmond Hill Theatre July 4, 1831.
Bowery theatre Keb. IN, 1838.
National Theatre Sept. 23, 1839.
National Theatre May 29, 1840.
Bowery Theft!re April 25, 1845.
Niblo's Theatre Sept. 18, 1846.
1'arK Theatre Dec. 16, 1848.
Barnum'st Museum July 13. 1865.
Butler's American Theatro Fob. 15, 1866.
Academy of Music .May 22, 1866.
New Bowery Theatre Dec. 18. 1866.
Winter Garden Theatre ...March 23, 1867.
Bargain's Museum March 3, 1868.
Bull's American'theatre April 8, 1868.
Theatre Comique Dec. 4, ls68.
Niblo's Garden May 6. 1872.
l.ena Kd win's Theatre Nov. 28. 1872.
Baruum's Circus Dee. 24, 1872.
Fifth Avenue Theatre Jan. 1, 1873.
Park Theatre Dec. 18, 1879.
Windsor Beatre Nov. 29, 1883.
Standard Theatre Dec. 14, 1883.
Theatre Comiquo Dec. 23, 1884.
Union Square Feb. 27. 1888.
Tony Pastor's June 6, 1888.
Then, tOQ, tho awful loss of life at the burning

of tho Brooklyn Theatre on the night of December
3. 1870. was recalled by all- I

! SHEET.

GABE CASE TO HAVE
MOUNT SI. VINCENT.

Park Commissioners Decide (o Reopen
the Restaurant in Central Park,

but to Change the Name.

IT WILL BE BEFITTED.

Disappointed Bidders Are Angry and
Threaten to Enjoin the Board from

Issuing the Lease.

The old Central Park restaurant known as Mount
St. Vincent is to be reopened, though it will be
entirely refitted and rechristened.
This was determined upon yesterday morning at

a meeting of the Park Board at which President
Gallup and Commissioners Hutchins and Dana
were present. The business transacted in open
session was of a trivial and routine nature. Then
the Board went into secret session and disoussea
the matter of the Mount St. Vincent restaurant.
Commissioner Dana offered this resolution,

which was unanimously adopted:.
Resolved, That in view of the fact that the former occupiersot' the land in Centra! 1'ark now known as Mount

St. Vincent have transferred the religious institution
which formerly existed there to a spot north of Riverdale,and request that the name of .Mount St. Vincent
Restaurant should be abolished, it is the opinion of this
Board that t'ae said building should hereafter be known
under another name.

No new name for the restaurant, however, was

suggested.
In the afternoon it was learned also that the

Board had decided as well to accept the bid made
by Gabe Case, and to give him a lease of the restaurantfor five years.
Commissioner Dana told me he did not knovr

whether such an action had been taken or not, but
President Robb admitted that such was the oase.

other competitors.

There were several other bidders for the restaurantbesides Case, chief among whom was Chris
Kiefer, who keeps the City Hall Caf6 at No. 285
Broadway, as well as the restaurant in the MadisonSquaro Garden. He said to me yesterday:.
"I can scaicelv believe the Board has decided in

favor of Case. My bid was ten per cent of the
year's receipts, with a guarantee of $6,500. Mr.
Oase bid only five per cent, with a guarantee of
Dnly $5,000. Besides, Gabe Case is not fit to run

such a restaurant, while I am an experienced
caterer. I knew that my claims were urged by Mr.
Edmund C. Stanton and other gentlemen who desiredto see the restaurant run properly.
"Once before, in the case of the restaurant at

Claremont, on the liiversideD rive. I put in a bid
and got a note to the Board from Ed Stokes only to
learn within a day or two that Stokes had secured
the place himself.

possible; trouble.
"Of course nobody ever supposed that the Commissionersmeant to tear down the St. Vincent restaurant.That was only a bluff to get McCann out

of there.
"Then MoCann raisod such a row when Gabe

Case got the place that Mayor Grant got Case to
get out, promising him the placo again as soon as
the affair had blown over and the restaurant was

repaired. The Board appropriated $3,0ci0 for suoh
repairs about three weeks ago.
"If the Board has decided to give the place to

Case ana took such action in secret session they
have aoted unlawfully, and I may bring an injunctionagainst them to prevent their giving Case the
lease."
Other bidders for the restaurant were Ernest

Dorval and 1'homas Murray. Dorval has the
Savarm and Casino Cafe. McCann put. in no bid,
and it is understood he is about to take charge of a
hotel in Washington.
William J. Duffy, head stationer at Tiffany's, and

George Ehret, the brewer, are said to be Kiefer's
backers.

the other S'de.
I asked the Mayor about the matter ana he said

he was surprised to learn that Gabe Case had got
the restaurant. He added that he knew nothing
about it. This was odd, as Case had called on the
Mayor in the morning.
President Gallup smiled when told that Kiefer

mignt try to enjoin the Board. "We have a perfect
right to choose our own caterer," said Mr. Gallup.
"Besides, we did not advertise for bids. Mr. Kiefer
did offer ten per cent of the gross receipts and a

guarantee of $ ,500, but Case did the same, besides
agreeing to make such repairs as might be called
for by Bark Superintendent Parsons. We can revokeour tenant's lease at any time if we see fit."
Gabe Case ha rented his road house on Jerome

avenue and was not there last night.

TRYING TO CATCH A THIEF.

MAUIK SCHUr.ER FALLS DOWV STAIKS AND

FRACTTJBE3 Hl B SKUIiTi.
Mrs. Marie Schuler, a well dressed German

woman, was shopping on South Fifth avenue last
Bveniug with a brand new dollar bill in her hand,
when a thief came along and snatched it from her.
She pursued him into No. 133 South Fifth avenueand followed him up to the seoond floor,

when tripping on her dress she fell backward to
the bottom of the stairs, where she was discovered
by the inmates of the tenement with the base of
her skull fractured.
The unfortunate woman was carried to St. Vincent'sHospital, where she is now lying. Her life

is despaired of.
She was unable to tell whore sho lived. The

Prince stre«t police are looking for the thief,

SHOPLIFTERS CAUGHT,

Detective Conroy, of Orange, N. J., made a clever
capture last evening of two shoplifters. They have
been engaged in a number of petty store robberies
in that vicinity for some weeks, it is thought.
They were two colored men. giving their names

8,s James Walker, of No. 157 Bleecker street. New
I'orfe, and William Rayster, of No. 1,136 Bainbridge
street, Philadelphia.
A number of valuables, diamond studded rinfjs,

silk umbrellas, gold watches and other articles
were found in thair pockets.
«rrvTTT."n T.nZ"l? Tn cl".' Tinr mrrnT.T,

..j_.iij.jj J.W Xiiiu. JLXllLJtUli.

Never print a paid advertisement as news matter. Let
iverj advertisement appear as an advertisement.no
tailing under false colors..Churls A. Dana's Addrenn to
he Wisconsin Editoriul Association. Milwaukee. July 24. 1888.
I asked Alderman Daly what be thought of

"Jliai'lea A Dana's qualifications for the Senate.
"No man need hesitate about answering that

question," replied Alderman Daly. "Mr. Dana has
lemonstrated that he possesses, in perhaps a more
sminent degree than any other man in the State,
;lie qualities which are needed to attain distinction
n the Senate. Intellectually he is certainly the
jeer of liny man now there. He would make a representativeof whom the whole State would feol
proud,,aud, personally, I siiail be very much pleased
f the Legislature elects him to succeed Senator
Svarts."

CIT\ JOTTINGS.

A lecture in aid of the library of tbe Gaelic Society
vi 11 be delivered at Steinway hall, Monday evening, Janlary12, 1891, by T. O'iNeill Russell, upon "Ancient Irish
Manuscripts."
A now cUuS for the study of phonography will be organizedin the New York Evening High School. West

thirtieth street, near Sixth avenue, during the week
commencing January 5.
The White Cross Army will hold a meeting in Associa;ionHall, corner Twenty-third street and Fourth avenue.7

.his afternoon at half-past three o'clock. Rev. John
tialconi Shaw will address the meeting.
The will ot William T. Ryerson, executed on July 29.

1887. was filed for probate yesterday. He gives all his
jstate to his widow, Julia rl. Ryerson, who is appointed
executrix, and a nephew, John A. Ryerson, executor.
The Manhattan company has not yet had time,

Colonel Hain says, to fix the responsibility or the recent
series of collisions. Tbe latest decision at which the
Colonel has arrived puts the blame with Engineer Germain.
United States Supervising Architect Windrim was at

tne cargo umce yesterday to arrange for tho plans of
ihe new Maternity and 1'outaeion Hospitals to be erected
)n Ellis Island. Specifications and plans are to be preparedsoon.

Applications for admission to the coarse of free instructionin American constitution, history aud political
economy, at the East Side Evening High School, Norfolk
aear Grand street, wijl be received at the school building
auy evening of the week after a quarter of seven o'clock.
The fires yesterday were:.4:15 A.M., No. 101 avenue

C, damage :j>300; 10:40 A. >1., No. 2,250 Tenth avenue,
iamage $300 ; 4:40 1*. M., Nos. 145 aud 147 Mulberry
street, damage trittiug; t>:15 P. M., No. 444 West FortyainthHtreet, damage $5; 6:40 P. M., No. 59 West Fiftieth
street, damage $500.
W. W. Hill, Jr., a member of the Cotton Exchange, announcedhis inability to meet his obligations yesterday.

His liabilities were not large, and a few hundred bales of
jotton were closed out for his account In settlement of
his contracts on 'Change. Mr. Hill was speculating on
the short side of the market, and the sharp rise of about
sixty points which had taken place in the preceding
three (lays was too much for him.
The fallowing have contributed $10 each to the Grant

Monument Fund:.D. H. Currie, H. F. Palmer, Knower
Tooley. H. W. Y. Mali <t Co., Dauzer & Manning, Fletcher
Manufacturing Company, Loeb <fc Schoenfeld Brookfiold
Linen Company, L. Stern A Co., Alvah Hall dt Co..
Noyes, Smitn & Co., Edward W. Scott, uowing. Sawyer
& Co., Creighton &. Burch. Aldrich, ldaings & Clifton,
Joshua L. Bailey & Co., William Ayrea A Sons. The con- Jtributions were made through Mr. John N. Beach. 9

FATAL RESULT*
BRIDGE KKEPSK LYNCH I

Charles Lynch, the keei^H
bridge in South Brooklyn,
Butler street pftlice stati^H
from erysipelas resulting rrel^H
during a barroom fracas on

Hall and Frederick Robinson,
were arrested and are held^H
the Coroner.
The affray took place abouH

in the morning in the sa^H
Myrtle avenue and Adams r^H
With his brother William,

a bartender at Duffy's sali^H
place and began quarrehj^H
were exchanged and a gen^HHall, who was employed
wns discharged, seized a b^Hin the fight. Robinson als
Both t:io X^ynch brothers w^|and William's skull was frac^|ceived several severe sca^f

was taken to the Cit;^Hescaped from there
to the Adams street atatfc^Hwent to his home, No. 800
is now under the care of a
arrested tor intoxication anH
tice Walsh. He was attendi^BMartineaux, who yesterday
avenue police station that h^|Captain Dunn arrested
latter prisoner is a well kno^|formerly kept the Summit
which was raided bv the^Hplace. The deceased was th^|
GAVE THE GIRL I
LAUNDUYMAN AH SONG AlH

OF ABDT'C^^^^H
At eight o'clock on Friday^H

tho sixteen-year-old dau<^B
tailor, living at No. 65
Into conversation with A^|
laundryman, at No. .49 B:-^H
told her such delightful slun^^B
Kingdom that finally Mary con^H
little parlor behind the laundrv^f
nice Thibetan tea wlr'ch Ah jSoi^Hsent him from the old country.
The tea was very strong, and

about eight o'clock yesterdaly
diately fled from the laundry to
Accompanied by her father,

case yesterday afternoon t<V the
police station, and young C»ptainH
Detective Crystal immediatelL' start®
of Ah Song. L V
About six o'clock he was diBcoverM

pipe" in one of the best know n ten#
Sah" in Chinatown. He was held 1
P olice Court this morning for abducJ
Mary was turned over to Mr . Gerrl

SEQUEL TO A Tit \GIci
The death of Mrs. Frances

at Hicksville, L. I., Thursda^B
Kcil-Van Sise tragedy. On tl^|
1890, Gunther Keil, father-in-lJ^^^BKeit, shot and killed young Freo^HMrs. Keil heard tne shot lii^Hstairs. Sh-« Vna hnrrifio^ .«

lying dead on the tioor. The shc^fsystem was suoh that she became^H
away until she died.

EMMA ABBOTT DH

[by telegbaph to the h9
Salt Lake, Utah, Jan. 3, 1891..EnJ

prima donna, is dying in this city.^
to fill a four nights' engagement,^!
advice of her physicians wendt^HThe next day she was taken
pneumonia, and has been failin^JHer physicians say to-night
She is totally unoonscious, a.^Mfar oft;

OBITUA1M

WAT-TEB B. ABELT-J, H
Walter R. Abell, one of the

S. Abell, one of the proprieto^B H
Sun, died shortly after ten o'c^J
ing at his residence, No. 223
Baltimore, in the forty-secom^BAbell bad been ailing several
tion was not regarded as Beri^ftributed to heart disease.
married, first to a daughter^Hwhich marriage three childrel^Jis a daughter of Mr. Henry Bof^J

mbs. a. brow^^m
Mrs. A. E. Brown, superinteni^|

Branch of the New York
Society, died suddenly on Fritf^H
born on June 6, 1826, and b^|
work of the City Mission in
Woman's Branch assumed I
and became a power
city, having about forty-five H
whose work was confined to
city below Fourteenth street.^Bidea of having female tramod^Hhomes of the poor who were n^|to the hospital. She was
the day nurseries for
mothers, of -which this 1
in operation. Undor herW
the "Home for Christl^Minaugurated. She was one ofH
Female Guardian Society, an^H
many of the benevolent enter^B

JOHN: G. ul
John G. Budd died ojf pulm^B

home, No 86 Pulaski sjtreet. I
last, in the fifty-fourth) year I
ceased, who was the managei^l
ment in the hou3e
this city, was a son of |HSag Harbor, L. 1. He
Young Republican Clul^HPuritan Congregation^®widow and five childreH

DAVlH
David Beard recentlj^M

field, Otsego county,
three years. He wa^|
long service as supe^f
path Stock Farm,
of the late George Cla^Hnaire land owner in Ot^HAs a skilled horseman^Hbreeding and training
the country.

CAPTAIN SAMUEIj G.

(japtain bamuoi (jr. Moore meg M
Brewsters, N. V., on Friday Vgjgfl
seventy-six. Ho learned th^B
with the Harpers in New
went to sea aud was eventually ]^H
many famous expeditions, hotablj^HCalifornia. He commanded the
first missionary ship that went toH
Islands. He was one of the mostI
sea captains sailing out of New Yorl

OBITUARY NOT PS. 1
H. C. Benson, general superintel

Eagle Pencil Factory, at Gurley, Aisfl
city on Friday after one week's iilueS
State Senator A. J. Bobertson, <1

district of Ohio, died yesterday moB
bral hemorrhage. He had been sick I
& Court Officer Edward Horan, of tj^ltral Office squad and for several
Justice Walsh police court, died a^H149 Prospect street, Brooklyn, last
John Brohm, a prominent

died on Friday in the sixty-ilfth^HHe had lived in Newark ovt-rA^H
a member of the Pioneer Vere^H
James D. McCann, formerlyH

but recently in the employ <^Hdied yesterday of Bright's di.s^H85:1 Douglass street, Brooklyn.^H
years old.
0iuumai a. onamoeriain, a pi^HJersey City, died at bia hocso in^Hnight. He was well known
For several years lie conducte^HHotel at Conoy Island.
Max Burcbard, seventy ye^JGermany, died early vesterdi^Hfailure at the residence of bi^H

Willis, No. 229 Kast Forty-thir^Hsteward in the Grand Central I)jH
Henry B. L. Smith, oldest

manager of the famous Paul
Adirondacks, N. Y., died yef^Bpneumonia, after three aavsj^H
was thirty years old and
business since boyhood.
John Sberrod, one of tt^Hkeepers of Northern New Je^Hheart disease at bis home I

county, on Tuesday, at the
He had kept the Park I'll
since IfSCO.
George Nichols, Sr., at oi^|builder of Newark, N. J., diei^Hdence ol his nephew. Geor^HGates iLveuue, Brooklyn, at

Mr. Nichols built the old N^H
many of the ^|^«omes( ri^H. ..


